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men of exemplary honesty and firmness of character with full and thor-
ough statesmanship and no demagogism. We must start our government
free from the vulgar influences that have debauched and demoralized the
government at Washington."12 The founders of the new Confederacy
were reformers. Thus their justification to themselves for their temerity
in breaking up the Union was that they were establishing a purer and
more enlightened political experiment.
This disinterestedness did not extinguish ambition, however. Certain
of the original secessionists believed that election to high qffice was their
due for having borne the burden in the heat of the day. Robert Barn-
well Rhett and William L. Yancey were both ready for the responsi-
bility, and undoubtedly there was a general impression outside the Gulf
states that either of these men might be chosen President. Such a course
would be anathema to the more conservative elements then dominating
the non-seceding southern states.
A second complication was the prominence of the Georgia delegation.
Cobb, Toombs, and Stephens were all presumed to be of presidential
stature. The foes of Rhett in South Carolina were determined to prevent
his election and came to Montgomery looking for candidates elsewhere.
Chesnut met Stephens on the train and told him that South Carolina
believed that the President should be a Georgian. What he told other
delegations is not of record. Toombs was ready to accept: and Thomas
R. R. Cobb of the delegation, brother of Howell, was working in the
interest of the former cabinet member. The ex-Secretary of the Treas-
ury himself was hesitant. He probably was eager for it but dreaded its
uncertain success and heavy responsibility; and so he tried to seem
indifferent. Stephens likewise was talked of, curiously enough, despite
the fact that he had opposed secession.
At first the Cobb men thought that they had the largest bloc in the
state's delegation of ten; but they soon saw Toombs and Stephens, who
had parted over secession, making up. Then another delegate that they
counted on grew chilly: if the anti-Cobb men got together, they might
control the delegation for Toombs. But even more complicating was the
fact that these three political tycoons from Georgia were all handi-
capped. Cobb, Toombs, and Stephens had opposed secession in 1850,
and Stephens had persisted until the Georgia voters actually seceded